A practice-based survey of patients dying in hospital: can we do more to support end-of-life care at home?
An analysis of patients dying in hospital was carried out in a practice. The research showed that patients with non-malignant disease are overrepresented. Despite good district nurse support, identifying those likely to die and predicting death is more difficult than with cancer. There is a high rate of admission from nursing homes, and a reluctance by patients and relatives to discuss likely death is mirrored by uncertainty among clinicians.